CHAPTER XII

WAR WITHOUT END:   1710-1711

Reaction in favour of Tories - Shrewsbury enters Cabinet -
campaign of 1710-Godolphin dismissed - Marlborough
humiliated - Sarah dismissed - death of Emperor Leopold -
Ne Plus Ultra lines crossed - siege of Bouchain-war
weariness.

AFTER Oudenarde Queen Anne exclaimed, " Oh,
Lord,  when  will  all  this  dreadful bloodshed
cease ? "   After Malplaquet she began to con-
clude that it was her duty to take positive steps
to end the war.   She reflected much articulate
and inarticulate public opinion which was steadily
veering against Godolphin and the Whig Admin-
istration.   In consequence of the apparently un-
ending war, food prices were rising, taxation was
heavy and the methods of recruiting severe.   The
supporters of war to the finish and of peace at a
moderate price had become divided on distinct
class lines.   On the one hand, the commercial
classes, in search of the reputed riches of the
Spanish Empire, were pretty solidly behind the
Whigs, and the new Bank of England continued
to put its money on " no peace without Spain."
On the other hand, the landed proprietors were
sickened by the large increases in the land tax.
As Sir John Packington was to put it a year later,
only an end to the war would "prevent the
beggaring of the nation and prevent the moneyed
men becoming lords of us who have lands."
On top of social and economic discontents came
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